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Answer Qu-zstion ONE and any other TWO questions.

Question ‘ )ne:

a) Ste ¢ any four benefits of studying comparison of languages. (4 Marks)
b) Co:aparative reconstruction of the “proto” language is founded on twe principles.
Dis cuss these principles and give appropriate illustrations in each case. (12 Marks)

c) i) I cplain the term language shift. (2 Marks)
ii) . "iscuss the terms narrowing and expansion of meaning as used in the study of
lan: nage and provide two illustrations for each. (12 Marks)

Question "~ 'wo:

Carefully s'udy the data below from three different languages.

£ B C gloss

ce ntare cantar chanter sing

ci ‘ena cadena chaine chain
ce 0 caro cher dear
ce allo caballo cheval horse

All the initi 1 sounds in languages A and B are all [k] sounds while in language C the initial
sounds are I [f] sounds.

a) Identify the most likely proto initial sound for each word. (8 Marks)

b) "‘xplain the two principles that you used to identify the most likely proto sounds from
the data above. (10 Marks)

c) Lefine the term philology. (2 Marks)

Question T 1ree

a) Here is some data from four Polynesian languages. Study it carefully and answer the
ques .ion that follows it.
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Maori Hawaiian Samoan Fiji Gloss

pou pou pou bou post

tapu kapu tapu tabu forbidden

hono hono fono vono stay

tani kani tani tani cry

marama malama malama mahama light/ moon

Identify the proto sound for each word. (5 Marks)

b) Define the term language planning. (2 Marks)
c) Illustrate the significance of language planning. (4 Marks)
d) Evaluate any three factors that may lead to language shifi. (9 Marks)

Question Four:;

Curtis (quoted in Aitchison, 2001) describes a major goal of Historical Linguistics as follows: “A
principle goal of this science is to reconstruct the full, pure forms of an original stage from the
variously disfigured and mutilated forms which are attested in individual languages.”

a) In light of the above citation, discuss any three factors that may lead to a disfigured and

mutilated language. (12 Marks)
b) Differentiate between language loss and language death. (8 Marks)

Question Five:

a) Identify any three areas of study to consider when comparing any two African languages of
your choice. Illustrate with data from the languages stated in each case. (12 Marks)

Kiswahili is an agglutinating language while English is isolating. Demonstrate this assertion by
providing any twe examples in each case. (8 Marks)




